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Great Grandfather Fraser is |
keeping his eye on his descendents
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Wally 5 years older







Whit
3 years old
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on Midget
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"@jﬁ cowse, we. m't forget W'a&ie# BiotRet
Guoubile making went with Wally's name.

Dad, weﬁnmuy.mdtdyma&ageaﬁmcﬁw{

- But Wally had to sheulder all the blame”

Whit center front
‘Wally back left
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Whit and Wally Fraser 1936
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_Father & Sons

W
o
R
Lt
-
e . ol

s Swimming outing
| ;i?' e with cousin Gene
S0 g Hanszen

from left, Whit, Wally,
Gene, Wallace




--:-. t_‘ EF ""ﬁﬁ-#‘ni __. e

B :':i ot e i ‘.H_q 3 :_:;E';f;&.-_,?
B D d is Five When His Father Dies.

-..I-—I'\...-!

In the Fall of 1931, Wallace Fraser died of a
heart attack while on a hunting trip near
Wichita Falls, Texas. Before his death,

he had written a letter to his sons and
attached it to his will. The following are
excerpts from this letter:

To my two Boys:

A short time ago | executed my last will
and testament in which | bequeathed to
you and your mother all of the property
which may be mine when | die. It will be a
matter of satisfaction to me if, when the
time comes, my worldly possessions will
be sufficient to insure a comfortable
income for your mother as long as she may
live, and to provide both of you with an
education and with your support until your

education is completed........

Since success in this life is largely It is natural that many of these ideas would
measured on the gauge of accumulated naturally grow into your philosophy of life as
wealth, | would like for you, my sons, to you develop, even if you did not receive them
feel your dad had possessed the qualities from me, but I would be defaulting in my duty
which it takes to win over material things; as a father if | failed to give you the benefit of
but that is the only reason that | would my mature thought......

want to leave you a fortune, since you Any philosophy of life which you eventually
would be more handicapped by it than work out for yourself must be one that you
aided. The stimulus of necessity can live with and by, one that you believe in
unquestionably calls forth reserves of unquestionably, but one that is flexible to

effort of which we do not-dream ourselves bear adjusting from time to time as realities of
capable when the path is made easy for us, life unfold before you. If it doesn't fit in your

and there is great spiritual gain in vital experiences, then either it is in error or
overcoming difficulties and in exerting you are off course....... My life so far has been
ourselves to the utmost. The matter is a happy one. God has been good to me and |
relatively unimportant, anyway, if your have been blessed far beyond my deserts. Itis
minds are developed rightly...... my hope and belief that | will be happy and
What is important to me and to you, useful for the rest of my days. If | had

whether you realize it early or late, is that knowledge that my death was near, it would
you receive as an inheritance from me the not mar my happiness.

benefit of the truths and the principles and
the ideals which | have strived to possess.



" Teen Years

"Then in high scheol you were
Named the Canncnbiall of
Witchita.
%uﬁwdtadatetﬁedaugﬁtuaﬁ
a wich man, Dad,
W&ﬁe&admﬁefp push off

WM&

Pet rat, Chris,
went to scout camp
with Dad
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1929 Ehrysler
"Wichita Cannon Ball"







Oakland, CA-1947
Returning from Korea

Twentieth Infantry, Moka, Korea, April 26, 1946
S.T. Mizelle, Whit Fraser, Bernard Reeves, E.W. Haywa,
Wallace Folmer, Clyde Davis, Berte Chaneller

"When you were seventeen, you joined the aruny.

U braver seldier you will nevex see.

Fell us fow you tried to. shoot your shadew

On why yeur gun was stelen by a spinning
dummy.

Wen't gou tell about that preud secend Ueutenant,

(A demelition expext at the time.

He stuolled into an cutheuse that was vigged by

Yot
Und the way fe fiad te exit seemed unkind.”






March 23, ig 51'

"Leaving Uncle Sam, you went to
callege,
Und Mary Low you met en swmmer
treak.
Jn Maxch of '51 you chase to
mawy. |
Bkl Fanzen helped you make good
your escape,
there.
Jnside a frantic pussy had been
trapped.
You know seme say you need a
 tigex in your tank,
called fer a cat.”

First family car- 1953
Ford Customline
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Dr. and Mrs. Whitman Fraser 1952
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Dad chose to avoid being identified as "little
Whit," by his nearest and dearest Texas
family and friends. He moved to Georgia! A
small southern town promised hima
hospital within two years. Hinesville became
our first and final family residence in 1958.

Medical Schun__l Graduation
1956







-~ laughter, Dad,
(nd someday we thiree fispe to do the
saume’ 2
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pted him from any resp lity when it came to changing diaper:
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Get into the

Pool Shark
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WHIT FRASER WEEK - Hinesville Ma;

(left) and Liberty County Com-
making next week **Whit Fraser
with Dr. Whitman Fraser looking on at his mumgm

| misslonér's.
Wut“hﬂ.llmvﬂhuduhﬂ

gﬂ' : including a parade in do
nhrbmuthmuuﬂ{iwdmfrm ila.m.io8p. m.uul.y:m

€. Whit Fraser at the Preshyterian Churchat 7

Her ald Stail Writer

What value a doclor?

More 50, what value is Whit Fraser to
Hinesville?

Ask almosl any native of Hisesville
and Liberty County and the plaudits roll
off the tip of the tongue for D, Whitman
Fraser.

And, tx show appeeciation, the week

p.m. May 2.

| plans for m week of activities, beginning

| with opening ceremonies a1 Bradwell
| Park on the Courthouse Square ard

| parade on Friday, May 2

- Doyl Mullis, admindstrator a1 Liber-
ty Memorial Hopital, is chalrman of
the sieering commiltee with Lok
Dasher, Neal Brown, Sue Collins,

1 Marge Verross and John Winn ako
X u! of April 3 through May 4 is going lo be serving on the commiltes,
el P declared, “Whil Fraser Week™ in “Several people in the Preshyterian
B e Hinesville and Liberty County by Church and in the community were just
F i Hinesville Mayor James Brown and talking one day zbout how Dr. Fraser
# e Liberty County Commission Chairman wi 30 much of a bumanitarian as well
g James Floyd. a5 3 dedicated doctor and we cught lo
BE il = Brown, Floyd and other longtime et together and honor him someway,”
= friends and patients will hooor Dr. sabd Mullis. “They got together and cne
| B }}I:l.“ﬂtl l'.l; “faithful, dedicated and thing led to another and it all caught
5 anltarian service io the people of fire into trying to arganize o day for thi
- Liberty and surrounding counties ™ o el
&4 103

Dy, Fracer when ke became adminis-
trator of Liberty Memorial-Hospital
“Whit Frager bos (o be one of the best
friends | have,” sabd Mullis. “He & one
of the best family practitioners | have
ever wmed and been sssociated with in |
medicine. He is very izvelved in the |
church and the commumity, | have
served with him a5 an elder in' the
Preshyterian Chareh_ T guess the real

atstanding quiit;rf‘nmrmu is he
B ::ﬂud. m ]

Gary Smiley at 576-343. Entries will be
accepted until Apr. 11, with & special
eotry of all children delivered by Dr.
Fraser. Parenls of these children
should contact Ms. Ann Hadl i 8769615

The activities will eulhme on

by Mirs. Lynn Sikes, on Saturday night.
Dr. Fraser, & native of Wichita Fals,
Tex., studied medicine at the Universi-

‘ty of Texas Medical Branch in

Galveston, and did a rolating internship
with the U.5. Public Health Depart-
ment in New Orieans, La. Dr. Fraser
worked al the US Public Health
Hospital in Savannsh until he moved Lo
Hiresville in 1558,

Dr. Fraser began his medical prac-
tice in Liberty County in 1568,

Dr. Fraser and his wile, Low,
daughters, Sherry and Gwen, and son, |
Bumter, are aclive members of the |
Himesville First Presbyterian Church,
where be servesas an elder and Sunday
sefon] tescher,

lh'!-"mnhubuﬂmdeﬂlru‘r.h
Frosbytery, sevved on the Board of [
Fabun E:p School and mary olher
commiltees and boards of the Presby- s
berian Chuerch

Dir. Fraser is chairman of the Liberty
Coamsty Health Department and is & f
membir of the American Medical
Asgociation, Medical Association of
Georgia, American College of Family

u
'
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FRASER
Week

A Week Of Festivities To Honor
Dr. Whitman Fraser
Opening Ceremonies

Monday, April 28 - 4:30 P.M.
Bradwell Park

Parade
Friday, May 2 - 5 P.M.
Barbeque Dinner

Saturday, May 3 - 11 AM. to 8 P.M.
National Guard Armory

THIS IS YOUR LIFE,
Whit Fraser

Saturday, May 3 - 7:30 P.M.
First Presbyterian Church

And Other Events!

e April 28 - May 4 7

= |

WE LOVE Whit

(e



PROCLAMATION
OF THE MAYOR OF HINESVILLE, GEORIGA

WHEREAS, Whitman Fraser has served Hinesville and the
surrounding communities as a physician for the past 22 years; and

WHEREAS, Whitman Fraser has been a leader of the community
and Church; and

WHEREAS, Whitman Fraser has been a friend to the people
of Hinesville; and

WHEREAS, Whitman Fraser has been an inspiration to all
who have been associated with him;

I do hereby declare the week of April 28 through May 4, 1980
to be known as Whit Fraser Week in Hinesville. [ urge all the citizens
of Hinesville to join with his family and friends in paying tribute to
Dr. Whitman Fraser for his faithful. dedicated and humanitarian service

to the people of Hinesville.

City of Hinesville

I
Egames Bm_«é , Mayor

ATTESTED:

netha H. Mingledorft,/JCity Clerk




State of Beorgia
@ounty of Liberty

Resolution
by
Bourd of Commissioners

Liberty County
Hinesville, Georgin

Be It Resolved by the Board of Commissioners of Liberty County Georgin, representing
the people of Liberty County that:

Mherens, Boctor Whitman Fraser elected to establish himself as a resident and citizen of
Tiberty County in 1958; and

MWhereas, Poctor Whitman Fraser a certified family practitioner has given unselfishly of
himself for the past tiventy-too pears in the care of the physically, emotionally and spiritually ill of
Liberty County; and

Mhereas, Boctor Whitman Fraser while serving as Chief of Staff of Liberty Femorial
Hospital continually stressed the highest medical patient care regardless of a patients race, color, creed
or financial status; anbd

Hhereas, Boctor Whitman Fraser through his concern and love of all people of Liberty
County has unstintingly served as Chairman of the Liberty County Board of Health, striving to improve
conbdifions of county citizens;

Notn Therefore It Js Resolved, that the Liberty County Board of Commissioners, in
session ut a regular meeting this 1st dag of April, 1980, do hereby recognize and pay extraordinarg and
everlasting tribute to Boctor Whitman Fraser as an outstanding citizen who has contributed unselfishly,
untiringly and fwith no reservations, his whole being to the healing and care of the populous of Liberty
'!Inlm:l'!:

Notw Therefore, Be It S.E!tﬂlhnh that this resolution become an official attachment of the
minutes of the April 1, 1980 meeting and that a copy of this resolution be provided Br. Whitman FHraser
on behalf of all Liberty County Commissioners, and all the citizens of Liberty County.

Libecty County Board of Commissioners

e

Y /PP,

Attest: Harold R. Rogers, County Administcfor
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‘We LOVE Whit Fraser’
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The Famals

{mi, Lovan, Sherey, Loa and ¥ ki

Throw Another Log On The Fire
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Dr, And Mra, Fraser Get Langh During Monday Ceremonies
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BY KEN WYNN

mrbepumluudtrnmmymemharu

Whit Fraser Week Begins Here

Herald Stall Writer
Dr. Whitman Fraser, a man who has
gerved Liberty County and Hinesville
‘Mfor 22 years as a doctor and friend, is
(probably for the first time) "lost for

“Everyone who comes in my direc-

3 and tipn, 1 look them over real well and wait
~ Bfor them lo tell me something.” said

Fraser Monday. "My family, my

Fraser Week' tribute, which began at
84:30 Monday afternocon.
~ § Mayor James Brown of Hinesville

Fnur came to Hinesville in 1958
from Savannah to set up a medical
practice in what is now Liberty
Memorial Hospital. And, before he

jired"” from delivering babies in

01972, he delivered 3,249 babies.

“l came oul of retirement a year

later to deliver one child,”" said Fraser.

*“That was the last one, 3,250.” N
But why Whit Fraser Week? 4

“Whit Fraser has been one of the
greatest assets to Hinesville and Liber-
ty County,” said Brown, 'l am cer-
tainly glad we are honoring him. I know

of no man more deserving. Hem.

mm.hhﬂhdumﬁtyhh
last 22 years, not only as a doctor but
citizen and spiritual leader."”
Activities began Monday wllh
opening ceremonies at Bradwell Park

with remarks from Mayor Brown and

Floyd and songs from the countly
chorus.

Tuesday through Tllndiy will be
left open for private and
tributes to Dr. Fraser Iroln

.

.ll.lhlund children delivered
h,,l:lr Whit Fraser are asked Lo at-
tend a special meeting Tuesdav

ﬁilll at 1‘¥h the First Unlied

] mmmmn in

| Winesville.
. “Final preparations for their part

‘{in the Dr. Whit Fraser parade

® Friday will be made at the
i meeling."” -Hﬂllr-mm
ik

I-i-_.

'||'. -

Mﬁﬂﬂlﬁd
Boulevard, ‘turn right m mln in.
muuurumumwmm
returntoC mrwm
F “the' pirndul will be a
covered dish dinner held for Dr. Fraser
at Shoney's banquet room. The dinner
‘rlubuduadhthlpl.ﬂ:ln&npﬂtw
out-of-town doctors, mﬂlﬂh

l.i

ter Funeral Home. It will begin on Car-

ter Street, make a right on Main Street  he

wnwﬂ

and proceed north to the Liberty County  ter

Courthouse where it will turn right on

MMuctutwlhlhm

the Lions or Rotary Club in Hinesville.
The dinner lickels for adult plates
will be $2.75. Childrens' plates will be
$1.50. Also available will be barbecue
sandwiches. The Lions Club of
Hinesville is coordinating the barbecue.
Desserts will also be on sale. Seventy-
one homemade cakes (all from scratch,
no cake mixes) will be available. If

' anyone wanls to make advance orders

for an entire cake, they may call Lois

; Duhn.mers p.m., at B76-3647,

On Saturday night at 7:30 in the
Hinesville First Presbyterian Church, a
“This Is Your Life, Whit Fraser,”

i Mlhnwﬂlhllm

mm:rmltﬂuuuﬂud:
service of the Hinesville Presbyterian
cm:wmmmmumnr
Fraser at his home church and a
covered dish dinner on the ground will
be held following the service.

~ Anyone desiring lo make con-

Mmﬂwm PO
Bn:m. Hinesville, Ga., 31313, The
:hr.ﬁ:huhhmﬁﬂhﬂnom
" Liberty Memorial Hospital Authority

for the Whit Fraser Fund.




‘We LO

Hinesville Mayor James Brown and
Liberty Counly Commissioner's Chalrman
Jimmy Floyd presented special
proclamations and resolutions to Dr. Whit-
man Fraser at Bradwell Park Monday af-
ternoon as the community began a week of
activities to honor a man, doctor and friend
for 22 years of service

The Midway Congregational Church
Community Choir provided music and the
Rev. Nathaniel Walthour, pastor of the Zion
Temple Holiness Church, gave the in-

viscalion
FPele Clark, chairman of the opening

|
Ly

[TIt
L
[11]

Ll
LHEA
il

VE Whit F r&ser’

ceremonies program, presided over the ac-
Livities

After the presentations, Dr. Fraser
thanked the cily, county and all those
present for honoring him for this special
week and introduced his family to his
medical family explaining to both: ““This is
where I was when | was not bome."'

Treva Izzard opened the program with a
solo lead with the choir,

“Dr. Fraser (s a man we have all come bo
know and love over Lhe past 22 years,”' sald
Clark. "' We love Whit. He is a man dedicated
to his God, his family and his profession.”




F




. - F A

Parad

“'We Love, Whitl™

"'Whit Fraser Week,™

“"Whit."

There are bumper slickers, bullons,
poaters and tee shirts circulating all
over Hinesville and Liberty County this

week bonoring D, Whitman Frazer,
but the big events are on tap Friday
Baturday and Sunday as the community
bonors its doctor and friend

A parade featuring the Bradwell In-
stitule band and Dancereiles, another
band, the Shriner’s go-karl group,
clowns, floais, beauly queens,
dignitarits, politicians and a s.puz{“'i.a'l
group of babies Dr, Fraser delivered
will get underway al 5 p.m. Friday.

The parade will form at Carter
Sireet, adiicent o Corter’s Fumeral
Home, Il will begin on Carfer Sireet,
muke o right on Main Street and

eToA

proceed porth to the Liberty County
Courthouse where it will turn right on
Court Street and procesd to Oglethorpe
Boulevard, turn righi once again in
front of Liberty Memorial Hospital and
return o Carter Street for dispersing.

Th Fraser family will have a special
stand for viewing in front of Liberty
Memorial Hospital on Oglethorpe
Bowlevard, where several groups will
#lop in the parade Lo pay speclal tribule
to the man from Texas who hung his
medical shingle in Hinesville Z2 years
ago.

The week got underway Monday af-
ternoon when Hinesville Mayor James
Brown and Liberty County Commission
Chairman Jimmy Fioyd presented Dr.
Fraser with a proclamation and
resolullon making the week of April 28
throagh May 4 &5 “Whit Fraser Weelk."'

“I've had a love alfair golng on with
Liberty Counly for aboul 22 years and
I'm real pleased o get both my familics
together and introduce you Lo each
other today," said Dr. Fraser, turning
to his wile, Lou, and two daughers,
Gwen and Sherry. "“This ks where | was
wiven | wasn't home,

“There's nothiag in this world as
fragile as the ego of a young doctor
[resh oul of medical school and 1 was
certalnly in that boat locking for a place
to locate and stay,” said Fraser. I
think the Lord picked out Hinesville as
& very special incubator because since |
have boen here 1 have been surrounded
with a confederation and a love by you
people that has supported me and made
it pessible for me to do many things that
I could not have done otherwise. Plus,
it"s given me a quality of life and en-

plaud

Joyment of it | could have had nowhere
clse in Lhe world

1 tanght my children that the people
we are closesl (o in this world are the
anes we have the biggest investmenl in
and the ones we give the most Lo and
with all the trouble you all have gone Lo
today and all the investment you gol in
me, it looks like you are stuck because 1
am nol about to leave and you've gol a
big investment you have gol Lo prolect.

*Thank you for honoring me in this
wiy and | thank God for what you have
put into my life,” concluded Fraser.

Pete Clark, chairman of the opening
ceremonies, urged all citizens to atterd
activities the rest of Lhe week, including
the "'This Is Your Life, Whit Fraser,"”
Saturday night.

"1 understand this preduction is
going o be on Broadway next year,

Dr. Fras

er

with all the work thal has been put in
it," sald Clark. "They have been
working hard and it's going Lo be a lot of
enlerlainment for everyone

“We love you Dr. Fraser,” said
Clark. “That's what the week s all
about.”

The "This Is Your Life, Whit
Fraser,” presentation will be held at
the Presbyterian Church Saturday
night at 7.3 and everyone is urged to
come early if Lhey want a seal,

Omn Saturday, a barbecue will be held
in the MNatipnal Guard Armeory on
Oglethorpe Boulevard from 11 a.m. un-
1il & p.m, with all proceeds going (o the
Liberty Memorial Hespital Authorily to
purchase oquipment for the cardisc
department, a special interest of Dr.
Fraser
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(Chorus)

Throw another log on the fire

Tell a tale to chill us to the bone

Play some Jimmy Rogers on the guitar.

Plan a trip where there will be no phone
Come on Daddy; won't you play some Texas

billiards or a Risk game?

Let's all dress up crazy as before
And throw another log on the fire, Dad,
Cause life with you will never be a bore!

In 1926 the world received you,
The second son of Jen and Wallace Winn.
Your curly hair and pink shorts were in fashion.
The way you smile will always con your kin
Remember Daddy when your father took
you hunting as a youngster,
He held the gun so you could make the shot.
That rabbit probably never knew what hit him,
Dad,
The love to hunt caught you right on the spot!

Of course, we can't forget your older brother.

Trouble making came with Wally's name.

Dad, we know you did your share of mischief,

But Wally had to shoulder all the blame.

Then in high school you were cruising through
the town on your own hot wheels

Named the Cannonball of Wichita.

You tried to date the daughter of a rich man, Dad,

Until she had to help push off your car!

When you were seventeen, you joined the army.
A braver soldier you will never see.

Tell us how you tried to shoot your shadow

Or why your gun was stolen by a spinning dummy!

Won't you tell about that proud second lieutenant,

A demolition expert at the time.

He strolled into an out house that was rigged
by you.

And the way he had to exit seems unkind!

Leaving Uncle Sam, you went to college

And Mary Lou you met on summer break.

In March of '"51 you chose to marry,

Bill Hanzen helped you make good your escape.

And kindly told you that you best open the trunk

before you left there.

Inside a frantic pussy had been trapped.

You know some say you need a tiger in your tank,’
But Wally thought your trunk called for a cat!

You named your first girl from an advertisement

About a belly dancer, Sherry Lynn.

Then Gwynnie came along just two years later.

The singing pair before you are the same.

Then brother Clint was born into the family,

The boy to carry on the Fraser name.

You filled our home with lots of love and laughter,
Dad,

And someday we three hope to do the same!

Well Dad, we know it takes a special fellow
Whose work takes him so many times from home,
To make the most of every precious moment
That you can spend with family alone.
There were times | must confess when we were just
a little jealous

Of time your profession must demand,

But treasured memories given in the time you had
Will leave their noble footprints in the sand!












Pre-Event News Article by Lynn Sikes

Vhat A Man!!!

Dr. Whit Fraser Serves God, Family, Community And Patients

staierment and calls for ela-
horation. Dr. Whitman Fra-
e is quite & rare breed of

thrown the pattern away, for
I have pever known or seen
e quile 8o lovely In pat
tern, color, design, depth,
unicueeness  and o plete

Fefid
He has served Cod in
every conceivable capacity
in Ms church. He has been
active in men s work, served
o many commitlees of the
Prstrtery and Symad of
Georgia and South Carcline
o was a representative to
the General Assembly In
198 He has participated in
thirty lay wilmess meel-
s in fowns Uhroughout the
E serving as coordina-
o in most cases. He has
d his church - a
1 and he was elocted
elder in 198 He also
d an early Sunday
norning devolional at Liber-
ly Memorial Hosplial for
patients and personnel. He
& tight an sdull Sunday
fchod Class for most of the
thirteen years. He was
we in Lhe establishment
of the "Y™" Club in high
and contimues 1o dup-

port, it
Whit's bove of lamily ex-
nplifies  the wholesome,
| rounded, father, bus-
band. head of the household-
pe relationship which each
meecdi. His children
jell of the fun limes (hey
e all had together and the
Hoserens they foel a5 2 part
ol this famnily wnit. Whit's

BY LYNN SIKES

wife, Lou, ia one of the
weteil, finesi Christian
women I've ever had the
pleasure of knowing. What &
lovely hel pmate she is to her
fortunate spoume’

Dr. Fraser's love of la
fellwman knows. oo bounds
He befriends everyone. The
murses call on Mm for help,
he has worked endiess hours
courseling alcobolics and
wad instrumental in starting
an AA group here. He
spends aa long as a porsen
needs Lo gubkde and coumnmel. |
know, because | worked in
his office, parttime for three
years, off and on | can
remember how “antsy” |
would get worrying about the
olher pailents in the walting
rooen while you would hear
people say, 1 should have
brought & lap lunch”, or “]
didn't cook my old man no
lhameh and now bhe ain't gonna
el o spper it looks
like", o “I've been here s
bong this chair has grown to
me'", This dossn’t seem to
bother Dr. Fraser one bit;
everyons gets equal Gme on
a first come, frst serve
bamis. Whits compamion
and love have touched many
a heaped wp hearl How
many many lives of his

God-irspired words of wis-
dom have helped!

I talked with Wilda Men-
nedy who has worked lor Dr.
Fraser for twenly years and
I askod her o tell us what it
s been like to work for Dr
Fraser all of these yoars. She
slates, “This place is like a
home to me, for there s a
[amily-like atmesphere thal
you st don't see in other
doctor's offices.” She wenl
on losay, “Dr. Fraser never
bugs me aboul my work; be
s 50 rany poing, so willy and
such a caring person.” Wilda
can pul ber hand, in the blink
of an eye, on any record in
that office. She dossn’t just
krierw Ut i tienits, ahe kndws
the names of Lheir cousins,
mmis, uncles and grandchil
dern. She works as book.
keeper, nurse, secrolary and
intermediator for Dr. Fra-
wer. Wilda is a solfl-spoken,
gpecial agent for the good
doctor,

Celia Davis has boen nurs:
g with Dr. Fraser for aboul
12 years. She ks & warm and
friendly person wo wears a
smile for all who enter ithe
dfice door. When asked
what it waa like to work for
Dr. Fraser, she sald, “Well
be is just one of the best

bemars anyone could ever
have. He i sany golng. he
never yells or gets upset and
he provides the whole atmos-
phere with lughter and
lewe. I've never seen him
lose his temper.” Cebia's
surny disposition enhances
the office atmoaphere. She
does EKG's. takes xrays
and s of great help a3 a
purse.

Elise Waller i the insur-
ance clerk and has been for 8
years. She hends to the of fice
her wweet disposition, her
unique charm and ber ever
preseni predisposition (o see
the funny side of life. She i &
pood Christian and an sssel
io the office. When she firsi
wend lo work for Dr. Fraser
she had just bt ber hus-
band. She told me, “He s my
(riend, my paychiatrisi, my
doctor and spiritual advisor;
1 count mysell Hessed o be
able te work for hm."

Katie Johnson first worked
for Dr. Fraser 14 years ago.
She has worked there off and
on since. Kalie b a tiny,
hiEnan dynamo. She b ibe
medel of efficlency and can
pel things done in & burry
without sacrificing that rurs-
ing eificiency, Katie said,
“Dr. Fraser has been an
Irspira tion to me throughout
my years and has given me
the encouragement that |
rueded Lo pursue my nursing
career (oflen agalrai greal
oddu), He has belped me
threugh diffioult times in my
life. He delivered one of my
children and is our (amily
doctor and | hope will be for
many years locome When |
am arcund Dr. Fraser |
realize there s so0 much
mare in this world to trea:
sure than jusi our wage

It is interesting to hear the
office persormel reminisce
about the old days when the
office had five rooms-one,
the (reatment room or
rcally, the cmergency roam,
before Liberty Memorial
was buili, was the scene of
many ludicrous, sometimes
frightening and often inter-
esting scenarios. They tell
too, of the funny letters Dr,
Fraser has received asking
for medical advice. There
were those who paid him
with eggs, turnip greens and
polaloes. Some paid 50 cents
a month on their bill and it
never went by unappreciated

" by Dr. Fraser.

Dr. Whit used to make

. house calls at night after his

affice hours and would often
take his family with him,
Lou and others can attest o

. ingenious contraptions

which served as great im-

. provisation for fractures and
| Lhe like. Once he set a broken

hip by putting a pulley in the
ceiling with a bucket on the

| end of the rope, adjusting the

pull by the amount of water

| he added to the bucket, He

was called upon many times
to help out with difficult
labor which the midwives of
the counly, often so far back
in the woods they had to pipe
light in. 1 asked Dr. Fraser
how many babies he had
delivered in his lifetime of

medicine and he sald, *'Pro-
bably a rough “ball park

estimate” would be about
3,250 before Dr. Shih came
and 1 gave up that phase of
my practice then."

I'm sure that all of you join
me in this tribute to a really
super guy. There are so
many more interesting fa-
cets to Whit's life which 1
would like to include here but
space and time does not
permit. We'll be looking
forward to seeing vou for
“Whit Fraser Week'' the last
few days of April and the
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1,

His Name is Whitman

Well, his name's not Doc Holiday, Ben Casey -or Kildare

And he's really not to blame for the way he wears his hair

But if you pass through Hinesville, on your merrr wayr,

Tou're sure 20 hear-his name in the conversation of the day...
His name is Whitman

He takes hls practice serious, as anr physician will.

He never glves sugar pills or whiskey for a chill.

He can take out fish hooks better than Jonas Salk.

They say he's quite a cut-up, in surgerv or in talk.
And his name is Whitman.

When vou're heart-broken and you hurt all over
Call this man-and yvou'll be in clover.
He'll chuckle you through the storms and rain,
And make you laugh in spite of pain.

'Cause his name is Whitman.

A welcome sight is his grinning face,
In O.R. or Pedi, whatever the place.
The secret 1s he cures with laughter.
Treatment first - the bill comes afterl

P(l L:...j ‘j‘-‘r'_['q}lﬂn

The Most Perfect Whit Fraser Song

I was trylng to compose a verse for old Whit,
But somehow the words just wouldn't fit -

To leave out anyvthing would be wrong

In the "most perfect" Whit Fraser song.

Who else has gone duck hunting in a Houston rice-paddr,

And rode the Wabash Cannonball all the way down to Columbus, Georgia,
with Hobo Billy and the Yodeling Brakeman?

Why, it's none other than the lonesome cowboy from Eldora

Who can make more racket on a steel string git-tar

Than Eddie Arnold and Jimmy~Rogers all together singing songs that are

Mighty Purty but powerful sad.

Songs like Old Shep. If that don't bring a tear to your eve

{ou just ain't one of those good ole boys who deserve

Some time in their life to have one good woman and one good dog.

They just don't hardly make that kind of good ole bor no more.




Whit has been a fine brother-in-law, but I think he must
be a fine Doctor, too. Last summer I was bhaving neck and back
oroblems and Whit made the following diagnosis:

Having given due consideration to the contraption that
bridges the gap between the torso and cranial wvault, it
is now appsrent to me what must have happened to you.
While indulging in transcendental meditation, hunger
pains gripped your materisl natwe. Your body trans-=
cended the refrigerator and your spirit sought its
ambrosis on its own. At that moment Ned hit the door
with a crescendo reminiscent of the battleship Texas
opening up on Omaha beach, causing the refrigerator
door to slam on your neck., At this point Ned made a
scathing remark and you strained your right shoulder
throwing the meat cleaver at him.[ known in the trade
as a meat-cleaver-claviclel ) //;

ﬁbiLLALlﬁL-

While in Korea during 52-53, Ned received this
letter from Whit:

Howdy EBuckshot,

I've been to Surnet trying to reduce the animal
units per acre., Just about dusk last night I got in
a heart, brain, meck and gut shot, before I realized
it was a brown weed blowing across the road.

Check out the sabre-toothed deer and boar and I
speck you could round up a good Christmas dinner.

_Enjuyed your pictures, but that .50 at Berlin
station is too exposed, ODIG IT IN.

See you Hoss,
Whit




Letters of Appreciation

Dear Whit:

Our most wonderful memories of chlldhood are the famous family reunions held
every few years when all the cousins got together and Uncle Charles climaxed
events by standing on his head.

There was the time In Balleyville, on the Fourth of July at the Ford farm,
when the older cousins forgot to bring firewerks. So that the kids wouldn't be
disappointed, they set off a stick of dynamite to thrill them with the nolse,
and inadvertantly blew up the Privy and two ant beds.

Then there was the Fourth of July in Wichita Falls when your brother, Wally,
set off exploding caps in the city's sewers and blew off all the manhold covers
in town. The Powers-that-Be thought the Russians had arrived and almost called
out the National Guard.

And there we all were, L0 years later -- with our children -- at the Cheraw

reunion in 1976. As usual, Uncle Charles, approaching 80, stood on his head.
We convinced him It was time to "retire', and he passed the torch to our cousin,
58-year-old Gene Hanszen. Henceforth Geme will follow the ritual and stand on
his head wherever Whitmans gather.

No other member of our clan has been 3o honored as you have been by the pecple
of Hinesville and Liberty County. To add to the many accolades given you tonight,
and to show our love and appreciation of your many efforts, we hereby nominate
you for the highest family honor: when Gene Hanszen retires, we propose that you
take over the torch and stand on your head at all Whitman family reunions.

Affectionately,

The Gurley Girls

May 3, 1380




“*The God Squad™

r. and M Randy Walker
Wakefield Apartmenta

Apt. P3206-F Calumet Drive
Raleigh, Xorth Carclina 27610

April I8, 1980

Raverend Dan B. Lote

First Presbyterian Church
F. 0. Box 83

Hineweille, Coorgla 31312

Dear Eeverend Lote:

Due to a prior engagement in North Carolima, it fs with ny despeat regreta
that I canmot attend this specilal service In honor of Dr. Fraser.

Dr. Fraser and his faailly have played an Important part im my life and
in my Christisn pilgrimage. It wvas in their home several years Ago At a
series of Bible studies called "God Squad™ meatings that sy call to the
einlstry was affireed. It 1s, therefore, with gratitude and appreciation
that 1 address the following comsents.

I would like to expross my thanks o the one vho reads this lecter.

erely,

THIS DAY HAS BEEN SET ASIDE IN HONOR OF DR. WHITMAN FRASER, A GIFTED MAN,
WHO HAS MOT ONLY SAVED LIVES IN HIS MEDICAL PROFESSION, BUT HAS ALSO HELPED
TO ADD TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD BECAUSE OF HIS TREMENDOUS CHRISTIAN WITNESS.
DR. FRASER HAS PLAYED AN IMPORTANT PART IN MY LIFE AND IN MY CHRISTIAN
PILGRIMAGE; IT IS, THEREFORE, WITH MUCH LOVE, GRATITUDE, AND APPRECIATION
THAT I DIRECT THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS:

I FOUND AND PUT MY FAITH IN CHRIST ON MARCH 19, 1971. ABOUT THIS TIME A
GROUP OF COMCERNED ADULTS MET TO PRAY FOR THE YOUNG PEOPLE IN HINESVILLE.
TW) OF THESE ADULTS WERE DR. AND MRS, FRASER, MANY THINGS CAME ABOUT
BECAUSE OF THIS PRAYER GROUP - A COUNTY-WIDE YOUTH REVIVAL, AND A BIBLE

STUDY GROUP CALLED "GOD'S SQUAD™. THESE MEETINGS WERE HELD IN THE FRASERS'
HOME, AND IT WAS THERE THAT MY CALL TO THE MINISTRY WAS AFFIRMED.

IT WAS ALSO HERE THAT I LEARNED SOMETHING FROM DR, FRASER THAT I DID NOT
LEARN DURING MY FOUR YEARS OF UNDERGRADUATE WORK OR MY PAST TWO YEARS OF
GRADUATE WORK AT WAKE FOREST THEOLOGICAL SEMIMARY. THIS "SOMETHING" WAS
HOW TO BE A LEADER.

[ AM CONVINCED THAT EFFECTIVE CHRISTIAN LEADERS ARE THOSE WHO, LIKE THEIR
LORD, SEEK TO EMABLE OTHERS TO EXPERIENCE LIFE MORE ABUNDANTLY. DR. FRASER
EXEMPLIFIED THIS IN HIS LIFE STYLE. HE WAS CONTINUOUSLY HELPING PEOPLE TO
BECOME ALL THAT THEY COULD BECOME UNDER GOD. MWE ALWAYS SHOWED A HIGH CONCERN
FOR PERSONHOOD. AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, DR. FRASER EQUIPPED CHRISTIANS TO BE,
TO DO, AND TO TELL THE GOSPEL. YES, DR. FRASER'S MINISTRY AND LEADERSHIP
HAS HAD A GREAT IMPACT ON MY OWN LIFE.

THANK YOU, DR. FRASER, FOR CARING AND FOR SHARING YOUR LOVE, WISDOM AND
CHRISTIAN WITNESS TO ME AND TO THOSE ABOUT YOU, 1T 1S BECAUSE OF THIS THAT
I CAN SAY, DR. FRASER, THAT I LOVE You.
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BY KENWYNN
Herald Stalf Writer

. Whitman Fraser.

A man.

A dactor,

A friend.

A father.

A husband.

This man is many things to many
wople but he's something, “Special!™
0 Hinesville and Liberty County and it
wvas all evident last week with “Whilt
“raser Week."

“We love you so much, we are going
to do all this again next year,'' said
Carolyn Lee, assistant administrator at
Liberty Memorial Hospital,

I just can't get over all the events of
last week,"' said Mrs. Lou Fraser, wife
of the doctor, Monday morning. "'I'm so
spaced out, [ just can't seem fo gel
moving."

“Gracious, how can I describe how [
felt about what happened last week,"”
said Dr. Fraser Monday morning. “I

| 4 H {14

Fraser Program

Goes Over Big

In Communit

back down yet. But, [ know that I gotta.

“It was a real experience.” empha-
sized Fraser. “‘There is nothing in my
life that [ can relate to that will
describe it. Tt was just like a dream.

“At first I felt intimidated but
everyone was thoughtful and discreet
and made it as easy as possible for me.
There's some wonderful people here
and we love them all,

“But now, it's back to work, double

@ up and catch up. There can be no

change in routine for me."

The week started with an opening
ceremony at Bradwell Park when
Mayor James Brown and Chairman of
Counly Commissioner's Jimmy Floyd
presented Fraser with a proclamation
and resolution making the week, ““Whit
Fraser Week." [

Then it was a week of dinner parties
and special events tapered off with the
big weekend,

A parade on Friday with the Bradwell
Institute band and Dancerettes, the
Hinesville Middle School band, the Ft.
Stewarl Galorettes, several floats, cily

and county dignitaries and a special |

group, ““Whit's Babies." !

Saturday was a barbecue, chaired by |
Bill Gassaway, with all the proceeds |

going to special equipment in the |
cardiac department at Liberty Memor- |

ial Hospital.

Then the big event, *'This is Your
Life. Whit Fraser,” created by Tom
Smith, Palmer Dasher, Sherry Fraser,
Gwynn Fraser, John Ward Winn, Nan
Flowers, Lynn Sikes, Bunny Middleton,
Jordye Bacon and committes, Emily
Underwood, Earl Elam, Coastal Utli-
liess. WGML and First Presbyterian
Church.

It started at Whit Fraser's birth and
traced his life through 2 years of

Doctor Says

He’s Happy

the past but the biggest point was
bringing Whitman Fraser and his
entire family together again

His first nurse, Ann Groover; his first
patient, Ed Mima; his office stafl; his
childhood playmates: army buddies;
medical school friends; classmates;
and former doctors he has worked with
in 2 years of service to Liberty County.

His daughters sang a song, ““Throw
Ancther Log on the Fire,”" throughout
the presentation and it was a complele
family affair when his son, Buster,
joined him in the last phase of the show.

His uncle, Charles Whitman, held
him on his knee when he was Just ong
year old, '

“It was a new suit and I was going to
a dance," said Whitman. *“Whit wig-
gled, turned red in the face and my suit
was ruined. T missed the dance. That's
why I refuse to wear one of those, "We
Love Whit,' shirts until I get an apology
from him."”

Charles Whitman added, “Whit Fra-
ser wanted to be one of four things when
he grew up, a preacher, {ireman, po-
liceman or doctor, someone who helps
people. I'm so glad he chose a doctor.
He regards all people the same.
Everyone is a friend. This man knows
no enemies. [ haven'l séen any changes
in his feelings in an entire lifetime."™

And, that pretty well describes the
man, Whit Fraser.

“There's no way to thank all the
people that have worked so hard on this
week," said John Ward Winn. “We may
have put on an amateurish preduction
but it all came from our heart for one
purpose and that's simple, ‘We Love
Whit Fraser!®




Hinesville Ceremonies Honor

Dr. Fraser for Contributions

. them show a real interest and talen
in the human side of the business,”

By DOUG PAYNE
Hineivllie Bureau ¢

HINESVILLE — The saying “they
don't make 'em like they used to"' ap-
plies to a lot of things, and people in
Hinesville have set aside this week to
honor a doctor who fits that descrip-
tion.

The week has even been named
after Dr. Whitman Fraser, general
practitioner for the community since
1958 and a member of the Liberty

Memorial Hospital medical staff since

it was built in 1961.

*‘He's more than just a doctor, he's
a great humanitarian,’” said hospital
administrator Doyle Mullis.

“I have been involved with a num-
ber of projects, but this is the only
one where every person I've called to

help out has dropped everything and
said, ‘Sure. I'll be glad to help,”"’ said
John Winn, coordinator of one of the
several events for Whit Fraser Week,
which ends Sunday.

The events include dinners, church
sermons, a parade, ceremonies in the
park and a
Your Life,” all dedicated to the physi-
cian whom many say has gone beyond
the normal doctor’s call of duty and
become more than just a bedside
friend.

- Mullis does not think that compar-
ing Fraser to Marcus Welby is inap-
propriate.

“Most doctors are trained in the
scientific aspect of medicine. It's
what they focus on; its what they’re
forced to do these days. Only a few of

special edition of “This Is-




Letters To The Editor

Whit Fraser Expresses Appreciation

EDITOR: | i

The following is an open
letter to the citizens of
Liberty county;

You really got down to
where my flea bitten old
gizzard thumps with all your
cartying on recently. Thank
you for so much love and
well wishing crammed into
one little week until it plumb
split its britches. You all are
something else!

As 1 think back on all that
took place, there are several
things that seem most im-
portant,

The first thing is that what
happened spoke much about
the kind of people you are
rather than indicating any-
thing about me. You sure
have the ability to show love
to others unashamedly and
that brings up the second
important thing.

You all were absolutely
pent up to popping with a
desire o express your love
and goodwill to each other.
When vou found an excuse,
you just uncorkedit and let if
flow. I think you meant as
much to each other as vou
didto me. It became a warm
and wonderful time to enjoy
friends and neighbors with-

| out generation Zaps, racial
ibias. or sex distinction--
-iwer:rhnd_\' in the same pot.
¢ Finally, it reminded me
; that it is quite impossible to
' outgive our Lord. What little
. I have put into this County
| had already been returned to
Ime “in full measure, ten

times over, pressed down
land running over” even

You really got
down to where my
flea bitten old giz-
zard thumps with
all your carrying
on recently. -- Dr.
Whit Fraser.

before this delightful week.
You all just put the cap on it.
Thank you for your
warmth to my family as well
as to me. [ pray for you
tonight that Ged's grace will
s0 pour out on this people,
that your love for each other
will know no bounds; and all
who pass this way will give
praise and thanks to God for
a people who show forth the
love of Jesus for all the world
to see.
God bless each of you.
WHIT FRASER




Whit Retires

Just a country doc

Hmesvnlle S country doctor spent his

Yy BARBARA HEARN

curiar Sall Wephries . B - Fraser sald he plans to take up archery, wildiife phalngnphr, anc

———-——w g — binding old books together. He said he feels he had a satistying
::Tw to be a small town :muym.m is 27 years of practicing medicine In Hinesvlille.

xactly what he was.

He sald his office on Fraser Drive was built before
lie Liberty Memorial Hospital in 1961.

Reflecting back over two decades of practicing
iedicine, Fraser said he had a very satisfying career.

Over that span of time, Fraser started in general
ractice of medicine and surgery and then weat into
nstetrics.

He estimated that he delivered about 3,000 babies
'uring his career. That equals out to about 20 and 25

month, which is almost one a day. .

“That is the happy part of medicine,”" sald Fraser.
It looks like a miracle everytime it happens. It really

exciting."

Fraser has practiced in other fields of medicine.

Starting in the early 1970's, he dealt primarily in
nternal Medicine with a special interest in Car-
iology. He said his favorite aspect of medicine is Car-
iology.

“It has affected my family,”” added Fraser. He said
ie field has developed tremendously in the last 20
“Aars.

Fraser added it is self-satisfying to to be able to
iter the affect of a disease process in an individual.
e said he has relieved an awful lot of human suffer-
i in that area.

In 1979, Fraser became a board certified specialist =
. Family Practice. Whitman Fraser

Born and raised in Texas, he sald the two states are
uite different. “'I've loved Georgia. It is wonderful."”

Fraser's father was borm in Savannah, and his
randfather was born in Hinesville. He said he had the
‘pportunity to become acquainted to this area before
e started his practice,




Whit Fraser's Legacy

YMCA, Fraser Foundation Join to
Bring State-of-the-Art Y to Hinesville

iberty CofArmed Services Family YMCA board president Billy Jones (left) and Dr. Whit Fraser, board mmhq' and pres-
enit of the Mary Lou Fraser Foundation for Families, pose with the plans for the new YMCA facility.

By Jen Marsik

Five years ago, Hinesville didn't
ven have a YMCA. Now the 5-
car-old organization has a burgeon-

% membership and, in lae 1994,
il have a 44,000 square-foor Facil-
y fearuring an Olympic-sited pool.

Aecording 1o Liberty

Armed Services Family YMCA,

board president Billy Jones, the na-
tional YMCA, office is so enamored
with the plans for the Hinesville site,
they have decided to adopt the new
facility as the prototype for YMOCAs
throughout the United Stares.

The $3 million facility i the
fruition of the expanding pammership
between the YMCA, of Savannah Inc.
and the Mary Lou Fraser Community

| pet the Fraser center involved with
i the youth of the communiry.”
The two organizations came to-
pether and began aggressively sup-
porting youth programs in the area
Sunder Y director Joel Smoker.
1' *We rurmed our day CAMp over
| to them and the gym,” Fraser said.
“It was working well.”
“When the YMCA began 1o
-...un that space, he saw what an
obvious marriage there was be-

courts, locker rooms and aerobics,
fitnesfweight and meeting rooms.

Additionally, a family counseling
and addictions recovery center of
about 7.500 scquaare feet will house the
Franer Counseling Center, the Fraser
Recovery Center and the Liberty
Conmty Diriver Impeovement Clinic,

Construction will start ona 15-
acre plot on Patriot Trail near
Brown Park in March of 1994,
Jones added, "We hope 1o be swime-
ming by next December.”

‘I think it’s absolutely, positively the

most fantastic thing to ever happen to
Liberty County.’

The expansion resulted in a
Jump from about 150 up to 350 mem-
bers over an 18-month time period.

At the same cime, Fraser
talked to a number of sources that
brought him to the conclusion
that an aquatics program would be
the best way 1o get the highest
Support. Foundation, which will
bankeoll much of the project.

“Initially, a group under Billy

the streets.
“Aquatics appeal to children

number of community youth off

Jones and others put together o
board of directors and were instm
mental in getting the YMCA here,”

said Dv. Whitman Fraser, ptﬂhknr
of the Fraser Foundation and a YM-
CA board member. “Ar the same

of all ages,” he said. *In baseball
of soccer, the outstanding kads wall
get recognized, but in aquatics,
the level of competition is such
that it doetn’t exclude anyone.”
In addition 1o the pool, the fa-

time, | was looking for a program to cility will include a gym, racquethall

— Billy Jones

*The foundation was formed for
ways to strengthen Gamily life,” said
Fraser. *This is the orientation of
the YMCA, also. Its a place for
families to get together

“| came 1o Liberty County in
1958 and found the people 1o be
very caring. The financial resources
are very limited. but the people are
willing ro work. They have the in.
terest and responsibiliey that will
put a kot of enengy into this.”

Jones continued., *1 think ir’s
absolutely, positively the most fan-
tastic thing tw ever happen o
Liberty County. This will be equal
to or better than any 'I‘m]w, in ':im-
US, It's a doeam come true.”




YMCA starting construction June 23

The 43,000 square
foot facility said
to be a premier Y.

By Patrick Donahue
Sports Writer

Thursday, June 23, the Liberty

when it breaks ground on its new
factiity.

The 43.000 square foot build-
Ing. on Patriots Trall. will have a
3,600 square foot acroblcs room,
a 25-meter pool. a itness room,
free weight room. a basketball
court, two handball/racquetball
courts, separate boys, girls,
men's and women's lockerrooms,
a whirlpool, steam rooms, saunas
and three multipurpose rooms. Y
Director Joel Smoker 1s under-

cility.
“It's. been a long
time coming.” he said.
“1 thought we'd be In
by this time but there
have been some wel-
lands 1ssues and some
setbacks. We were
ing through the des
and make sure it was
done properly.
*It's ke 1
come true

dream
Smoker

County/Armed Services YMCA
will take a huge jump forward

new Fraser Counseling Cen-
ter. which now shares space
with the current Y facility on
Tupelo Trall, will also be go-
ing up next to the YMCA.

*I think about what Dr.
Fraser has done.” Smoker
sald, "and it just gives me
chilis. I don’t know if even he
understands how much im-
pact this will have.”

Smoker s grateful for get-
ting a bullding with all these
amenities at one Ume. some-
thing most Ys aren't used to
getting.

A lot of Ys aren’t fortunate
to build all at one time.
They have to keep adding
on.” he sajd. “I'm fortunate to
walk into a situation like
this.”

A new bullding will also
mean an expanded list of pro-
grams the YMCA will offer.
Smoker is especially looking
fotward to aopening up the
pool. The Y has conducted
backyard swimming lessons
but In a year. Smoker hopes
to be able to do those in the
new budlding.

*The biggest additional
program would be the aguat-
ics,.” he sald. "We'll be able to
offer lessons for teens and
adults throughout the year.
We can have water aerobics
and ‘have a senfor arthritls
program called "aguacise.™

The fitness rooms will have

12 to 13 workout stations
with rowing machines possi-
ble and circult tri ng to
boot. Smoker said they'll be
able to offer fiiness evalua-
tions where they can recom-
mend what kind of workout
for someone to go through ir
they want to drop weight or
reach a certain fitness goal.
The meeting rooms and
multipurpose arcas, aloeng
with the pool. could point the
way for the Y to get more in-
volved in programs for tecns.
Smoker projects opening the
YMCA two nights a month for
teen programming, ranging
from splashing about in the
pool to watching movies {o
playing basketball. Smoker
would also like to make the

standably thrilled about the
prospect of moving into such a fa-

Continued from page 1

meeting rooms available for
groups and organizations to
use and he sald they're al-
ready starting to collaborate
with the soon-to-open new
Senlor Citlzens Center.

And Smoker is also looking
forward to opening the bas-
ketball court. "We're very
grateful for the use of Jordye
Bacon's gym,” he remarked.
"but we'll have a gym we can
call our own,”

The expanded facility and
the programs that go with it
also mean a big surge in the
Y staff. They could add as
many as 40 part-time helpers
along with three or four full-
timers. Including a facility
manager, an aquatics director
and an aerobics director.

continued. “There are so
many board members who have

Dr. Whit Fraser

ourier

Serving Liberty County and Coastal Georgla since 1871

Sunday, June 12, 1994

worked on It and have
been envisioning this
since 1987. I'm ecstatic
it's going to happen.
This s golng o be one
of the premier Ys in the
country.”

Making this possible
iIs a 83 million gift from
Dr. Whit Fraser,
through the Mary Lou
Fraser Community
Support Foundation. A

S‘EE mcﬁ-un-ln-ln-!l!n!u!pqc 2

25¢

PeT OpY

Phone (912) 876-0156




YMCA Breaks Ground in June 1994

Liberty County/Armed Services

v Fort Stewart Program Office
YMCA Community Recreation Center

750 Tupelo Trail 2 Building 750, Lindquist Road
(912) mjﬂﬂ Famlly MCA (912) 767-7918

e

INDANDSPIRIT. ..

Guound Breaking Corentouies
S e

150 Tupelo Trail
Hinesvible, Geargia
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YMCA Breaks Ground On New Hinesville Facility
Officials Say Bigger, Better Y To Feature Indoor Pool, Racquetball Courts

By STACY SEAMAN
ooy ! e

HINESYILLE - Temperaiures were in

omapde of shvrv el sned gobng lo work

11w &l part of @ Erownd beesk g orre
many for & pew M millien Liberly Cowsn
Iy Armoend Services Y MCA breng bualt barhind
the purrenl YMOCA facility in Hisesville

The 000 spuarefond complex, which
will be compleied in sboul & year, is being
funded throwgh a grand from Lir. Whitman
Fraser He i making the donation through
the Mary Low Fraser Community Sapport
Fiomurudd oo oo i Bssnosr of Fr aser s Lade
wife

Rilly Jodws, YMICA chabrman, praised
Franes for by oulsianding viskon and “Let's

*“It will be one of the best in the country ... But more impor-
tantly it will offer a wonderful opportunity to recreate as a

family."

do il,” silitede ““Through his example be
encouraged each of w Lo reach beyond oar
wwm [utibe workd,” Jomes faid

Campaign chabrman Larry Golden sakd
volunteers have abesdy raised £200 000,
which will be wsed bo furnish Lhe [ 2

Hranch mansged Joel Semcler thad
oncw the decizion wan made Lo have & new
lecilfty. ihings moved forward and wolun
Leers pever wavered from the path

Joel Smoker
branch manager

“Your commilment has lurned & dream
into reality,” Smoker sabd

The new VMCA complex will offer ils
members & moltitode of sctivities for all
ages, socording 1o Smolier

“I0 willl be ome of the best in e coun
i will offer & wonderfil epportunidy Lo re
creale s o family -

Fraser, & retived pedisiricias, showed

" wenaring foresighl by handing Lhe pro et
Seader waid He euplained thal Fraser can
visuslize how & YMCAL can bocoms & con
trald bubs for e Dnmilies of &

YMCA
Contnped From Page 1

An area Smoker terms an “‘in-
structional well® will provide a
place for lessons “during heavy use
time,”" he explained. That will leave
open several lanes for those who
want to swim laps, he sakd

The new pool will also be a place
to offer swimming aclivities for
those of all ages, ncluding lessons
for anyone who wants to learn how
to swim, and waler exercise clazses
for seniors and those suffering from
arthritis

Currently the YMCA offers swim-
ming lessons to children in neighbor-
hood pools. Those will become histo-
rv once the new facility opens and
allows the YMCA lo expand ils
swimming program, Smoker said

A “siate-of-the-art fitness room’™
with equipment such as a slair
climber and tread mill will be part
of the new YMCA, along with a
weight rmoom, (wo  racquetball
courts, and a gym that can handle
up to three basketball games at a
Lime

Boys', girls’, men's and women's
locker rooims will be bullt, as will &
steam and sauna room and a whirl-
pool, Smoker said

Two meetings rooma, one with
kitchen facilities, will be available

A separate building will house a
drug and alcohol rehabilitation pro-
gram, directed by Bill Johnson: a
family and divorce counseling cen-
ter run by Bill Bamell and a driving
school

The Liberty County/Armed Ser-
vices YMCA & limited in what it can
offer now because of limited space
That will all change once the new
cenler i in operalkon

“It's going to do so much for the
“¥* program,” Smoker said, noling
that the new facility will offer more
programs (o all ages, ma it a
i T = b




Living Legacy

Generosity ‘felt for generations’

YMCA honors
Hinesville’s
Whit Fraser.

By Doug Gross
Stafl Writer

Hinesville's Dr. Whit Fraser
was called “one of the most gener-
ous philanthropists in the South-
east” Thursday night as he was
recognized for his contributions
to thaagea's T YMCA chapters.,

Fraser recelved the Coastal
Georgia Young Men's Christlan
Association Distinguished Leader-
ship Award at the group's yearly
mecting In Sayagna

At the meeting, leaders noted
Fraser's: numerous contributions

to the organization during his building in Hinesville.
four-year involvement. including
a major financial coniribution to volved with the *Y" for such a
the bullding of a 83 million YMCA short time who has made such a

< A —

¢

Fraser

square feet.

It is scheduled to include a
swimming pool. racquetball
courts, a basketball court,
aerobic and welghtlifting
rooms and several meeting

“Never have | seen anyone in-

Prodo by Doug Gross
THANKS — Dr. Whit Fraser, right, receives the Coastal Georgia
YMCA Distinguished Leadership Award from President Randy

Continued from page 1

rooms.
Fraser, through the M.L.
Fraser Community Support
Foundation, donated $3 mil-
llon of the necessary
$3,200,000 for the center.

tremendous impact,” Coastal
Georgia YMCA President Randy
Bugos satd. “His generosity is go-
ing to be felt for generations.”

Hinesville Director Joel Smoker
echoed the sentimenits,

“You don’t run into many peo-
ple like him.” Smoker said of
Fraser. "He's a very caring man.”

He said Fraser is likely the first
YMCA member from Liberty
County to ever receive the Distin-
guished Leadership Award.

Fraser. in addition to involve-
ment In numeérous charitable or-
ganizattons in the county. is pres-
ident of the Mary Lou Fraser
Foundation for Families and is a
YMCA board member.

The proposed Y. which will
share a 15-acre plot on Patriot
Trail near James Brown Park in
Hinesville with a new counseling
center. will measure 44.000

See FRASER............. ..page 2_




One Year Later, March 6, 1995

Dr. Whit Fraser dies

Community
mourns death of
local philanthropist.

' By Anne Cordeiro
Stafl Wriler

Many Liberty Countians started
this week reminiscing and moum-
ing the loss of a longtime (riend to
the community = Dr. Whit
Frascr.

He dicd at his home carly
Monday. His obituary says the
caue of death was a short llness,
Reportedly he was to undergo a
hearnt catheterization Monday.

The doctor had long endeared
himself to Liberty County. In the
spring of 1980, Liberty County
proclaimed (s love lor Fraser with
Whit Frascr Week, Members of
the communily organized a
parade and & barbecue 1o honor
him as a fnend and as a doclor,
T-shirts, emblazoned with I Love
Whit." aleng with bumper stickers
and posters were distributed.

Whit Fraser Week

Fraser said o the crowd and
his wife, the late Mary Lou Fraser,
and his daughters, “I've had a love
allair going on with with Liberty
County for about 22 years and I'm
real pleased (o gei both my (ami-
lies toether and introduce you (o
cach other today... This s where |
was when | wasn't home,” acoord-
ing to news reports from the time,

Ann Groover. nursing adminis-
trator ai Liberty Regional Medical
Center, met Fraser when she was
a student nurse in the late 1950
in New Orleans at Charity
Hospital. The Charity Hospital
was a United States Pubilic Health
Hospital, where Fraser worked
from 1956 1o 1957,

While in New Orleans. Fraser,
who worked with Groover in pedi-
atrics, asked Groover where she
was from. Groover said, “I'm (rom
Hinesville, Georgla. bul you prob-
ably don’t know where that is.” To
her surprise she sald Fraser told
her he knew where Hinesville was
and he had relatives there,

Fraser was born in Wichita
Falls, TX on Oct. 24, 1926, His
father had been born in
Savannah. but his grandfather,

Obituary on page 2

Wallace Winn Fraser, was born in
Hinesville. Fraser also had several
cousins in Hinesville. including
Gen. J.B. Fraser. Whit Fraser
moved from New Orleans to
Savannah, where he continued 1o
work at a United States Public
Health hospital. Then. in 1958, he
moved (o Liberty County and
opencd a practice.

Time for patlents

Groover was his firsi nurse,
She sald time didn’t mean any-
thing to him when he saw a
patient. A patient with a 15
minute appointment could well be
there for two (o three hours if they
wanted to.... Sometimes you had
to punch him up with the sched-
ule of appointmenis, but it didn’t
matier to him.” she said

Dir. Jor
Mulherin., who
practiced with
Fraser flor four
years. said he
remembers the
cowbhoy hat and
the boots Fraser
wore. Mulherin
ceventually moved
his practice 1o
Savannah.

In 1985, Frasecr
retired from prac
ticing medicine.
During 27 years of
medienl servee, Framer served as
chiel of stafl ai the former Liberiy
Memorial Hospital and as chair-
man of the Liberty County Board
ol Health and delivered maore than
3,000 babies,

Doyle Mullis, the hospital
administrator from 1970 to 1986,
sald he sought the counsel of
Fraser many times. *1 think he
was one of the greatest humani-
tarians that came 1o Liberiy
County.” he said

When Fraser retired he intend-
cd (o [l his spare time with bind-
ing old books, taking wildlife pho-
tographs, and archery. Edgar

Jor
years...”

“I've had a love
affair going on with
with Liberty County
about 22

— Dr. Whit
Fraser in 1980

Edwards, the former local school
superintendent who worked with
Frascr on the board of health,
sald the doctor loved o shoot his
bow and arrow. When they went
dove huanti Fraser would stay
out, even Il Il started raining.
Edwards said. “Fraser would say
‘Let’s atay and shoot. I'll give
everyone a free penicillin shot.™

In 1993 at the YMCA Banquel
in Savannah, Frascr was prescnt-
ed with the "YMCA of the USA
Distinguished Leadership Award,®
Randy Bugos. the president of the
YMCA Coastal Georgia. said when
he presented the national award,
“I have yet (0 nun across anyone
who has been involved for such a
short period of ume. but who has
had such a major impact.”

Lacally. Fraser was instrumen-
tal in the YMCA. Joel Smoker, the
local exccutive
director of the
YMCA. said Fraser
gave the office
space and the gvm
on Tupelo Trail
where the YMCA
and Mary Lou
Fraser Counseling
Center s currently
located. Smoker
sald this allowed
the YMCA to sct
up a place the
community could
dentify

Fraser served an the YMCA's
board and many have said il it
wasn'l for him the new 83 million
YMCA and the new Mary Lou
Fraser Counseling Center would-
n'l be under constraciion.

“Fraser never satd much at
board meetings.” Smoker said,
“but when he did speak he had a
good way of keeping people on
track.”

The YMCA experienced a small
defictt in 1993 and some board
members were depressed. But
Fraser, Smoker satd. reminded

See FRASER................page 8

The Liberty County Commission has request-
ed that flags in the county be flown at half mast

today and Thursday, at least through the time of
Dr. Whit Fraser’s funeral..»

COASTAL COURIER - Wednesday, March 8, 1995 - §

Fraser

= cmEEE—- o mewere—

the board that the YMCA had
glven $1,500 [or day care
scholarships and without
those funds some children
couldn’t have attended the
day care,

Fraser was also involved In
the First Presbyterian
Church of Hinesville for 27
years.

When the Rev. Dan Lott
came to Hinesville he learned
that Fraser and his wife had
a program called the God
Squad at their house. Lott
sald about 75 teenagers
would gather for singing,
praying and Bible study.
Fraser also started a jail min-
istry program with C.R.
Stanford, and a hospital min-
istry program, too. Lott sald
Fraser was inspirational
because of his willingness to
do anything from teaching
Sunday School to working
with young people.

Fraser, remembered for his
unusual laugh. alse played
the guitar and at one time
helped get a square dance
group started in Hineaville.
He was a storyteller. but
Groover, doesn't think he told
Texas tales, "I think he could
back up any story he told,”

Continued from page 1

SP—

she said.

Bill Barnett, who worked
at the Mary Lou Fraser
Counseling Center, with
Fraser sald he remembers
the story Fraser told when he
returned from a safar trip to
Kilimanjaro in Africa.

Fraser. who liked to take
wildlife photographs, was
going to get out of his jeep to
take one of a bullalo.

But he was warned not to
go to far from the jeep
because the wild beasts
could easily charge.

Taking some sound advice,
Barnett said, “Fraser looked
at the buflalo and the buffalo
looked at Fraser and Fraser
decided he'd just take the
photos from the jeep.”




By Steve Scholar
Azsistant Editor

Dr. Whit Fraser was remem-
bered in death much as he was in
life - a kind, compassionate, God-
fearing man who possessed the
ability to treat every person he met
with respect and dignity.

More than 300 people gathered
at Hinesville's First Presbyterian
Church vesterday for Fraser's
funeral. Thn heard the Revs. Bill
Johnson and Patrick Steven
deseribe Fraser., who died Monday.
as a man whose physical presence
may be gone, bul whose inner
spiril continues to live and influ-
ence lives,

Hundreds of colorful Mowers
surrounded Fraser's dark wooden
casket during the service and a
single rose lay Inside. der a
backdrop of churchbells, the
painted white and oak J.Imnh
pews filled long before the 2 p.m.
service with Tamily, frh'nda gov-
ernment officials and acquain-
lances,

Both Johnson and Steven, along
with Gwynn Fraser McGregor,
Fraser's daughter, described him
as a man of vitality whose main

ily and God’s family.

=My father's greatness was his
abandonment to God's will. It was
God working through him.
Because Jesus lives, my lather
lives. His seeds will go on. Dad is
starting his great adventure. He
lives,” McGregor said.

“*Whit left a great legacy. They
are big fool prints to walk in. He
lived his faith and was so alive,

*Whit talked with me many
times about the Importance of his
family. His love for his family was
a quality love. But he
your family and God's He
never mei a church he didn’t i!k'
When Lou died, he set a founda-
tion to help families - your fami-
lies.” Johnson satd.

As grown men wiped tears from

res, Fraser's two daughters
and other relatives sang “He Lives™
as o tribule to his faith In G il
to how they feel he will continue to
touch lives.

McGregor told those gathered
that her mother and father
would've celebrated thelr anniver-
sary this monih. but are now
together.

“Blessed are those who die in
the Lord,” Johnson sald.

By all accounts. he did.

loves in this world were family -
his family, his Liberty County fam-

Internment was in Bonaventure
Cemetery In Savannah.

Pt By Jemirny MG Saters

CORTEGE — Pallbearers carry Dr. Whit Fraser's casket from the
First Presbyterian Church after his funeral Thursday.

‘Dr. Whit’ gave more to community than it can ever realize

Editor,

On March 6 1 was awakenc:
with the message Lthat our belove:
Dr. Whit ser had passed awa
during the night. He will tru
misscd by many and our heart
feed sad that we won't be hearing
his hearty chuckle anymore, Mucl
of my quiet time this week ha
been apent refllecting on mem
and feeling so privileged a
blessed to have had my life’s path
way cross with his,

About 24 years ago | started ©
wirk an LPN at our local, ther
very I. hospital. It was obviou:
from the beginning that all the
slall and employees were individu
als to Dr. Whit. In those lirs
months [ couldn’t help but notic
that he called evervone by thel
first names — except me. [ was
“Mrs. es.” Then one night in
nurses station he made a commen

to me and addressed me as
“Grace.” I've long since forgotten
ihe comment. but I've never forgot-
ten the joy of the feeling — I've ar-
rived! I'm officially a part of the
hoapital family!

In those days, Dr. Whit conduct-
ed a Sunday morning devotional in
the hospital dining room for the pa-
tienis and employees who were able
to attend, There | listened to a siyle
of prayer which was new to me. He
talked to God in the same language
and with the same calmness that
he spoke Lo everyone else,

As time passed. | waiched and 1
listened. Depending on the situa-
tion. my thoughts were, “He should
have been a teacher of he should
have been a minister, or he shouled
have been a psychologist,” The list
kept growing until, one day, the ob-
vious hit. His title was MD but Dr.
Whit was all of the above and more,
He treated the whole person. physi-

cally. emotionally and spiritually.

Over the years my family and |
were on the receiving end of his
many gifts, No matter what came
up or how bad it seemed, he could
always find something geod in any
person or any situation: never
Jjudgmental. always kind and al-
ways sharing. his falth and

ngths with those who needed

.

I know there were lots of us who
were hesitant to call him for we
knew how busy he was. how tired
he must be and that he necded
time for himsell and his family.
Somchow, when we were at our
lowest, he would learn, There were
times | answered the phone to hear
a genile vodee say, “Hon, this is Dr.,
Whil, what can | do for you?”

The night my husband passed
away. he was one of the first dear
fricrucds to arrive at my home. It was
he who contacted our children and

my husband’s siblings and helped
US in SO many ways.

Last year he intervened again for
me during a medical crisis during
the very night following the day he
had spent making ar'rang_cments
for his own surgery. His own prob-
lems always took a back seal when
he knew someont clae needed him.

I was privileged to know his wife,
Low. too. I'm sure there were many
times that she. his children and
grandchildren wished he could be
home when he was oul ministering
to athers, [ want to thank you,

La

Dr. Whit. | wrote, "As long as | can
remember, | will remember a hand
that reached out 1o so many people
and that hand will be yours.” |
knew that if | was never able to say
goodbye to him. | had already said
it in my own way.

I believe that if today we could
ask him “what can I do 1o help
you?" his response would go some-
thing like:

“Believe in and accept the Lord
Jesus Christ as your Savior and be
assured of your own salvation.
Then commit your life to his will
and service, sharing vour [aith and
God-given talents with others.”

For his children to have been able
to participate with smiles, son and
strong volces ot the closing service,
he surely taught and they learncd
from where their stirength comes.

Let us all not forget. We may not
have the resources or the exposure
that Dr. Whit had but as Gwen
said in remembering her Dad. he
went about his daily life planting
secds. It's up to each of us whose
lives he touched to nourish them
and watch them grow.

Grace Jones




Liberty County says goodbye to ‘Dr. Whit®

By JOHN CHEVES
Hingsville-Richmond Hill Burgau

HINESVILLE - Liberty County bur-
ied one of its finest citizens Thursday, a
retired country doctor who quietly gave
millions of dollars to the community and
helped build its hospital and public
health department.

Hundreds of people crowded into a
Presbyterian church here to say goodbye
to Dr. Whitman Fraser, 68, who died at
his home Monday after a brief illness. He
later was buried in Savannah.

Fraser was a tall, stocky Texan who
never lost his rough drawl or cowboy
boots. When he spoke - slowly, deliber-
ately - people listened. But to his two
generations of patients, and to the many
area residents he helped financially,

“I don’t mind saying, it’s
frightening te us to imag-
ine Whit gone.”

Bill Barnett

“Dr. Whit"” was a gentle man who could
do only good.

“1 don't mind saying, it's frightening
to us to imagine Whit gone,” said Bill
Barnett, director of counseling at the
Mary Lou Fraser Foundation for Fami-
lies. The Foundation is only one of sever-
al agencies that Fraser created to honor
his late wife.

“Whit leaves such a gap in the com-

® See GOODBYE, Page 9A

Goodbye

Continuad From Page 1A

munity that 1 don't know how we will
replace him,” Barnell sawd. ““When
you take three or four spokes out of
a wheel, it won'l run quite so well
anymaore.””

Fraser was born in Wichita Falls,
Texas. and earmed his medical de-
gree in 1956 from the University of
Texas medical school in Galveston

But Fraser chose Hinesville in
1958 as the town in which to begin his
family practice, His grandfather
had lived in Liberty Counly and lefl
a slew of Fraser cousins in the area

The doctor’s arrival predated by
17 years the expansion of Camp
Stewart into Fort Stewart. Lacking
its current federal funding, Hines.
ville was a liny limber and farming
town with only ene or two doclors in
the region

“We were blessed to have him
come o Hinesville for us,”" said Flo
Sikex Zechman, a Hinesville cily
councilwoeman. ““There was one Lime

Whit rode in the ambulance with
a patient all the way to Savannah
Hinesville was more or less without
a doctor when he was gone

Fraser spent the next 17 years
weitling broken bones, bringing down
fevers and criss-crossing Liberty
and Long counties in his car on
house calls. By some estimales, he
delivered more than 3,000 babies,
mare than one-tenth the current pop-
ulation of Hinesville

The lines were long at Dr. Whit's
office because he refused o rush
any patient who wanted to talk, ei-
ther about medical or personal prob-
lems. There were davs that patienls
were well-advised o bring 8 maga-
Tine or a novel when Lhey
waited

“There would be days we would
open the door al % am., and we'd
sull be there al 10 p.m.,"" sald Wilda
Kennedy, Fraser's office manager
for 25 years. "'We worked some long
days. But in all of the years | worked
for him, Dr. Whit never raised his
voice at me, or al anyone else,”

Despite his best efforts, some of
Fraser's patients inevilably died
The doctor usually would be the first
to appear in the hospilal wailing
room, or al the family's screen door,
vidce lowered, cowboy hat in hand

“When my grandmother died,
Whit came and saw us al the hospi-
tal to tell us how sorry he was.”
Zechman said. "It was a very sim-
ple thing. But it said a lot aboul the

kind of man he was ™

In hiz “spare Ume,” Fraser ial
for one term on the City Council and
helpad build the county’s hospital
and public health department. serv-
ing in leadership roles at both agen-
cies. He and his wife. Mary Lou.
were also hits a1 the weekend square
dances. where Fraser sometimes
strummed the guitar

“The thing | remember most
aboul them is them smiling and
laughing.”” sasd Onetha Mingledorff,
Hinesville cily clerk. “He had this
deep, booming laugh that started in
his loes and just worked ils way up
through his body ™

Fraser relired in 1985 afler his
wife died of cancer. His energies
then diverted full time to phalamihro-
py. When Fraser wasn't helping peo-
ple make their rent payments or buy
groceries. he created several family
orienied agencies, such as the Fra
ser Counseling Center and Fraser
Recovery Center

Fulldime counselors al 1hese
agencies treal hundreds of people
each year for everyvthing from di
vorce counscling lo trealment for
drug and alcohol abuse Cost de
pends on whal people can afford
Nexl door to the center is the fulure
site of the 535 million Hinesville
YMCA, funded largely by Fraser
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s and room for his Fraser Cnunul

houses YMCA. When those organ
the end of this year, the building |
oma the First Presbyterian School.

New center is dream
come true for doctor

By KEN WYNN
Spscial i he Couriar

Ever feel like something good is
about to happen?

Whitman Fraser's dream has
come Lrue as he announced the (or-
mation of the Lou Fraser Founda-
tion for Family Ministry in Liberty
County.

“We will be located on the site of
the former Sandy Run private
school and will open in mid-
September.” said Fraser.

“We have so many plans for this
minisiry. so many dreams."" con-
tinued Fraser. ““'We hope to utilize
all the existing school facilities
and in the future expand the entire
13 acre tract.™

Col. George Hattle. chaplain,
who retires on September 1, will
serve as the ministry director.

The board of directors include
Donald Lovett. Dixie Howe, Helen
Stanford, Alfreda Adams and Fred
Mingledori{f Jr.

*The main focus of the ministry
will be to strengthen the family."”
said Fraser. "It"s a place where
they can ask for help and get it. We
need to reach these young couples
before they are hurting so bad that
help will be too late.”

First on Hattle's agenda will be
to develop training of personnel.
seck volunteers, lay people,
counselors of all types and go to it.

Whitman Fraser

“There are 50 many things we
can do but the first three are
revinssling, training and making
the most of our present
resources,” said Hactle,

“The entire program will be bas-

ed on christian principles.” said
Hattle. “There are so many things
we can do - workshops, seminars,
pojecting self image, helping chur-
ches, targeting speciflc toples, for-
ming special interest groups for
teenagers, ladies, men. ete.™

“*The pet idea of the center was
to target couples in their younger
years and get them into the
center,” said Fraser. “'They may
not have any problems at all but
the ministry can prevent them
down the road. We can pick out
future trouble areas, evaluate ex-
pectations. get them to com-
municating early and erase trou-
ble spots.”"

While the ministry was still in
the planning stages, Fraser had
people [rom throughout the com-
munity, both military and civillan,
toolfer their help.

Fraser called them to his home
last week and over 70 people jam-
med into his home to answer the
call with “what can we do for you.
Whit, since you have done so much
for this community.*

“It's amazing how the Lord
takes a small gift and comes back
to magnify it on us,” said Fraser.
*The Lord is so far ahead of us
with his plan, we can't keep up
with him, but everything we plan
just falls into place with his
guidance.""




Hinesville attorney, told aboul 100

3 ‘ le at Wednesday's ribbon-cut-

A dream realized: Center TG, I smpeet Thal nioue of (us)

C 1 —_ really saw the big picture that Dr.

Fraser was putting together here.”

ounseling center Continued From Page 1D Fraser dida't live (o see the 8.006-

. master's degrees or the equivalent. square-foot building completed. He

moves 1nto new Hundreds of clients, charged fees o0 died in March at age 6. Bul the

RAlLiy 5 puy, paseed throogh each S i Sanes o Libessy Coanty

*11; -4 - ability to pay, hel amilies of Liberly ty

$1 HlllllOIl bulldmg year. wilr continue after him. New pro-

The center became cramped in  grams will include parenting educa-

By lohn Cheves its small offices, an old school on a tion for teen-age mothers and anti-
Savannzh News-Press dirt road in north Hinesville. Fraser violence training for area youths.

to build a “Sometimes the best thing we

can do is let somebody know that we

care about them enough lo try and

reach them,” center counselor Gin-

center for Liberly Counly came true. White said. *“That alone can

The Fraser Center moved into its new $1 . ﬁtelblgdlffererm "

I?:dl:dhlhei-lhﬁﬂlemfornm!ldm-
':We're here o meel the needs of fami-

counselors to help families cope during diffi-
cult times, such as divorce. Whitman Fra-
ser, who served Liberty County for 27 years
as one of its few doclors, was one of the first
counselors.

_ Fraser added other counseling services
to the lineup during the next few years, like
drug and alcohol rehabilitation. Demand for
services at the private, nonprofit center also
increased because of Superior Court Judge
John Harvey.

Harvey recently began requiring coun-
seling for people convicted of domestic vio-
lence, some sexual offenses and some drug-
and alcohol-related crimes. Also, Harvey
ruled, children of divorcing parents in the
local judicial circuit must receive counsel-
ing at a place like the Fraser Center before
the divorce.

“Obviously, 1 can’t order people to get
counseling at any one particular place at
their own expense," Harvey said. “But I've
been very impressed with personnel al the
Fraser clinic. [ think it’s a great asset to the
community."

The Fraser Center hired several full- and
part-time counselors, most of them with

B See CENTER, Page 3D




New Counseling Facility Dedicated

Fraser family
credited with
vision for center

When she was a child, Sherry
(Fraser) Clements remembers her
father. a doctor. taking the whole
family on house calls.

“"We'd drive all over the area. out
in the country. stopping at homes
to treat people who were sick. There
wasn't a hospital here then,”
Clements said Wednesday,

There has been a hospital here
for about 30 years bow, thanks in
part to Clements’ parents, the late
Dr. Whit and Mary Lou Fraser. And.
also thanks to the Fraser family,
there is a counseling and drug
rehabilitation center. :

The Fraser Counseling and
Recovery Center was dedicated
Wednesday. Approximately 200
people toured the $1 million, 7.500
square feet bullding, heard tributes
to the Frasers and the center’s

Frasts By FLaf WoaSosi
RIBEON MELEE — After nearly an hour of sitting quietly through a
ceremony, Dr. Whit and Mary Lou Fraser's grandchildren were ready
te stretch by the time it came time for the family to cut the ribbon to
the Fraser Counseling and Recovery Center. Adults in the picture are
the Fraser's children and spouses, from left, Alan and Gwynn
McGregor, Sherry Clements and Clint and Rejeanna Fraser.

Fraser

work, and ate lunch.

The service Is not new.
Local attorney Noel Osteen
sabd Dr. Fraser started a coun-
seling service in 1986 after he
had formed the Mary Lou
Fraser Foundation for
Families, to honor his wife,
who had recently died. Osteen
did legal work for the organi-
zation and was one of its first
board members.

Dr. Fraser, who died earlier
this yvear, was also one of the
first counsclors.

One of the center’s first
actions was to buy the old
Sandy Run School, where
offices were established. The
new center I8 near the old
school. off Tupelo Drive in
southeast Hinesville,

Osteen sald another coun-
selor was also hired when the
center was started and the
emphasis then was on helping
individuals and families with
emaotional problems,

Since then, Osteen sald, the
center has grown, adding
counselors, and services (pro-

added in the past cou-

grams
ple years include the rehabdli-

tation . as well court-
ordered counseling for some
sex offenders, for people con-
victed of domestic abuse and
for people considering divorce
s0 they'll know how the
divorce will affect their chil-
dren). The foundation helped
start Habitat for Humanity in
the area. It also started the
Liberty County /Armed
Services Family YMCA, which
has been in the old school's
gymnasium, and is to move
into a new 82 milllon building
next to the new counseling
center later this year,

*It has all been built for
families,” the attorney sald,
adding that while the late doe-
tor believed In the saying
about families who prayed
together, he also knew families
needed to have activities
together,

“"He also believed that a
family that plays together
stays together.”

While others have con-
tributed time and money to
the foundation and Its work,
Osteen sald, “funding primari-
Iy has come from Dr. Fraser”
fgr the center, old and new,

COASTAL COURIER = Friday, Augus! 4, 1985 =5

and for the old and new
YMCA.

Bill Johnson, who is execu-
tive director of the foundation
and director of the recovery
side of the center, compared
Fraser to Moses, leading his
people (o the promised land,

" Y ou
know, Moses
didn’t get to

Continued from page 1

foundation and its p ms
were fulflillments of the
Frasers’ lives.

It was more than a dream,
it was a vision,” Osteen sakd,
adding that those who con-
tributed to the foundation
probably had not seen the "big

plicture”
until the

"He (Dr. Fraser) alSo gedication

cross  the helieved that ajamﬂu Wednesday.

River Jordan

Billy

either,- that plays together Jones.,

Johnson stays toegether”
—Noel Osteen

said. refer-
ring o
Fraser's
death after the new center and
YMCA had been started and a
few months before they were
completed.

The Rev. Patiy Mingledor(l,
associate pastor of 5t Thomas
Episcopal Church at Isle of
Hope in Savannah, spoke
about her association with
Mary Lou Fraser, when they
both lived in Hinesville. She
was a member of Mrs. Fraser's
“sharing group,” which formed
i the carly 19703 and, after
some gaps, still meets today.

She said the Frasers always
did things as a family and
showed their concern for oth-
ers by opening their house
each weekend for meetings of
the "God Squad,” where arca
youths could get together “lo
have something to do, to be
fed and to be loved.”

“Mary Lou’s spirit lives on
in this place,” the reverend
said of the new center.,

All of the speakers sakd the

board mem-
ber of the
Mary Lou
Fraser
Communily Support Foun-
dation and president of the
YMCA Board. called the
Frascrs and their legacy. "a
natural resource of Liberty
County.

Clements. the Frasers'
daughter. and her brother.
Clint Fraser. say they knew as
children that there parents
were humanitarians.

*My dad was a Christlan.”
Clint Fraser of Georgetown.
TX. said after the dedication.
“It was obwvious even then that
he was a servani (o his chil-
dren and that he was a ser-
vant to his community.”

Clements of Hinesville said
her parents’ faith led them to
care aboul people and that
they believed Individuals®
strength came from thetr fami-
lies.

They and the Frasers® third
child, Gwynn McGregor of
Grapevine, TX, took part In
the program.,
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